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District and sessions judge Ravi Kumar Sondhi said that the criminal justice
system takes into account only two sets of people, that is, victims and
offenders. “But there is another section which is not acknowledged by the
system and that constitutes family members and dependents of the offenders,”

he said.

The officials said usually the convicts or under-trial prisoners are the sole
bread earners of the family. “This campaign for legal assistance to the
family members of the prisoners will cover seven objectives, including loss of
livelihood to the family and educational and health rights of children of
inmates. We will also ensure the women family members of inmates get access to
Justice system and are not harassed. We are also working towards providing old
age pensions to parents of inmates,” said Narender Singh, chief judicial

magistrate and secretary of DLSA.
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Q : Are there any organizations that support it?
BRMEEREEZ Y R— MTBEUKIEH Y T

A: 1t is true that up until now there is no farmal organaization or no support
in law itself that works towards or projects family members of criminals.

To add to this as a mental health professional in a country like India the
ratio of professionals versus people with mental health issues itself is huge
and our health system fails to address it with even general population
adequately, owing to over population or economic challenges, etc there has
never been a focus to look into this specific group ( family members of crime
perpetrators) as requiring assistance or timely interventions even with
private organisations or NGOs./ Or projects
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Q : Do you think support is necessary as a mental health counselor?
AVRIWANIVAHT VS — UTHER— MIBELLEVETH

A>T think support through mental health check ups, screening for clinical
conditions, generation of support groups and community assistance is a very
logical and necessary requirement of this group. Also children of crime
perpetrators definitely and no doubt would need very close psychological
interventions as a preventive approach.
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Q: Do you think this human rights issue is known by many people in India?
AV RTIXZDAERENZ S ODANIZHSNT WS BN ETh

A :To your question that is this human rights issue known to many people in
India my answer will be no not many people in India would have reflected or
looked into this issue or felt strongly about this section of society.Even
close relatives or extended family members unfortunately tend to stigmatize or
marginalised a family struggling with this as it’s often feared that
associating with a criminal or their family will cause societal shame or
disrespect and cause legal trouble in their own lives.
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The Prisoners’ Families Helpline can support you if you have a family member
who is in contact with the criminal justice system in England and Wales. We
provide advice and information on all aspects of the justice system, from what
happens when a loved one is arrested, to visiting a prison, to preparing for
release. Our team is made up of highly trained, skilled staff and volunteers
with professional and personal experience of the criminal justice system. They
can provide practical information, emotional support, and refer you to
additional support should you need it. This is a free, confidential service -



you do not have to give your name if you do not want to, and any information
you do give us is kept confidential.
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- Stay in contact with the loved one in person.

- Cope with the change and impact on theirlives

- Deal with the stigma of crime

- Understand the expectations of the Criminal Justice System.

- Access child therapy to help children manage difficult emtions.
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